
Friday Night Study | January 27, 2023
Matthew: Jesus the Royal Presence

January 22 Sermon: Security

MEDITATE

Read Matthew 5:5. When you hear the word, “meek,” what comes to your mind?

According to the world, power looks like publicizing and satisfying your desires. For example,
the Jews wanted a political and military messiah. But Jesus did not overthrow Rome,
organize a political party, or start a business. Jesus’ goal is not to “Make America Great Again,”
to “Make Israel Great Again,” or to make any country great again.  In fact, Jesus were alive
today, we wouldn’t really call him successful!

What kind of Lord and Savior do you expect Jesus to be? Do you want the same kind of
messiah as the Jews: a political or military hero? Do you want a conqueror, entrepreneur, or
self-help success guru? Or are you open to learning who he really is? What does success look
like to you?

EQUIP

Read Nehemiah 4:7-20. The bullies, celebrities, and public figures who assert themselves
over others are often compensating for their insecurity and fear. We don’t realize that deep
inside, they are weak and scared. They are enslaved by desires, chase attention, and lash out
at others. As the saying goes: “heavy is the head that wears the crown.”

A helpful way to think of meekness is “power under control.” On the outside, meekness looks
like gentleness and self control. But on the inside, meekness is strong. A meek person doesn’t
need to fight to prove their worth. However, a meek person is also willing to fight if necessary.
And they know how to fight.

Read Proverbs 16:22.

Like Jesus, the meek are gentle and kind. But they are definitely not weak. Jesus stood up to
injustice, performed miracles, and lived a courageous life. He did not need validation from
people, because he was validated by his Heavenly Father.

Have you ever interacted with a meek person? What was it like? What prevents you and I
from being meek?



CULTIVATE

At the root of meekness is security as a child of God. A meek person does not inherit the earth
by conquering it themself. They inherit the earth because they have been adopted by the one
who owns the earth. A meek person is like a good tenant on God’s land.

Here are three questions to gauge if you are meek…

1) How do you respond to injustice?
2) Do people feel secure, trustworthy, and safe around you?
3) How do you react to success and failure?

Read Colossians 3:12-13. We need to “put on” meekness because it is not natural on our own.

Read Matthew 11:28-30. How can we remember Jesus’ meekness this week?


